
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSORTIUM 

1. (Coordinator) Faculteit of Arts,  
Vrije University Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands. 

2. Fondazione Bruno Kessler, 
Trento, Italy 

3. Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea, 
San Sebastian, Spain 

4. LexisNexis, Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands 

5. ScraperWiki, London, United 
Kingdom 

6. Synerscope, Eindhoven, the 
Netherlands 

A History Recorder is a 
computer program that 
“reads” daily streams of news 
and stores exactly what 
happened, where and when in 
the world, and who was 
involved. The program uses 
the same strategy as humans 
by building up a story and 
merging it with previously 
stored information. 

 

Co-funded by the European Union 

FP7 ICT Work Programme 2011 

 

 
 
NEWSREADER (ICT-316404) is a 
European Union FP7 Work 
Programme under Call FP7-ICT-
2011-8 – Objective ‘Cooperation‘  – 
Research theme ‘Information and 
Communication Technologies’ - 
Challenge 4.4 - Area Intelligent 
Information Management 

 
The project started on January 1, 
2013, and will finish on January 1, 
2016 (36 months).  
 
There are 5 participants from 4 
countries involved in the project, 
and the EC contribution is 2.8 
million Euros (total cost: €3.77m). 
 

http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/rcn/106026_en
.html 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The difference being that 

NewsReader can provide access to 

all original sources and will not 

forget any details. We will develop a 

decision-support tool that allows 

professional decision-makers to 

explore these story lines using 

visual interfaces and interactions to 

exploit their explanatory power and 

their systematic structural 

implications. Likewise, NewsReader 

can make predictions from the past 

on future events or explain new 

events and developments through 

the past. The tool will be tested by 

professional decision makers in the 

financial and economic area. 

archives and streams no longer work, 

simply because there are too many 

possibly relevant and partially 

overlapping documents and they still 

need to distinguish the correct from the 

wrong, the new from the old, the actual 

from the out-of-date by reading the 

content and maintaining a record in 

memory. Consequently, it becomes 

almost impossible to make well-

informed decisions and professionals 

risk to be held liable for decisions 

based on incomplete, inaccurate and 

out-of-date information.  

NewsReader will process news in 4 

different languages when it comes in. It 

will extract  what happened to whom, 

when and where, removing duplication, 

complementing information  registering 

inconsistencies and keeping track of 

the original sources. Any new 

information is integrated with the past, 

distinguishing the new from the old and 

unfolding story lines in a similar way as 

people tend to remember the past and 

access knowledge and information. 

Project-coordinator: 

 

VU University Amsterdam 

------   Piek Vossen  ------ 

piek.vossen@vu.nl 

www.newsreader-project.eu 

 

The volume of news data is enormous 

and expanding, covering billions of 

archived documents and millions of 

documents as daily streams, while at 

the same time getting more and more 

interconnected with knowledge 

provided elsewhere. Professional 

decision-makers that need to respond 

quickly to new developments and 

knowledge or that need to explain 

these developments and knowledge or 

that need to explain these 

developments on the basis of the past 

are faced with the problem that 

current solutions for consulting these  

 


